
Crochet Butterfly Lace Scarf – Complete 
Step-by-Step Tutorial  
The Crochet Butterfly Lace Scarf is a delicate accessory made from individual crochet 
butterfly motifs connected into two long rows. The finished scarf has an airy, decorative 
appearance and can be created in soft pastel shades, ocean-inspired colors, earthy neutrals, 
bold jewel tones, or any combination that matches your personal style. 

 



                      ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

This tutorial uses US crochet terminology and follows the structure shown in the chart. 
Each butterfly is worked separately, lightly blocked, and then joined to the other motifs with 
simple chain spaces. The scarf shown in the tutorial uses approximately 14 to 16 butterflies 
on each side, but you may add or remove motifs to change the final length. 

The pattern is suitable for confident beginners who already understand basic stitches such 
as the chain, slip stitch, single crochet, double crochet, and treble crochet. The 
butterfly wings also include picots, which create the small decorative points around the outer 
edges. 

                    ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 
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Materials, Measurements, and Crochet Abbreviations 

Materials 

You will need: 

●​ Fingering-weight yarn in cotton, a cotton blend, or another lightweight fiber 
●​ A 2.0 mm to 2.5 mm crochet hook, approximately US sizes B/1 to C/2 
●​ Yarn needle 
●​ Scissors 
●​ Blocking board or foam mat 
●​ Rustproof blocking pins 
●​ Spray bottle with clean water 
●​ Measuring tape 

A smooth cotton or cotton-blend yarn is especially helpful because it shows the open lace 
stitches clearly and holds the butterfly shape well after blocking. Avoid very fuzzy yarn for 
your first scarf, since it can make the small stitches and picots difficult to see. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Finished Size 

The scarf in the chart is approximately: 

●​ 150 to 160 cm long 
●​ Approximately 59 to 63 inches long 

The length is adjustable. Simply continue adding butterflies until the scarf reaches the 
measurement you prefer. 

Each finished butterfly should measure approximately: 

●​ 6 to 7 cm wide 
●​ Approximately 2.5 to 2.75 inches wide 

The exact size will depend on the yarn, hook, and your personal tension. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Gauge 

Gauge is not critical for this project because the scarf is assembled from individual motifs. 
However, all butterflies should be reasonably similar in size. 

Make one sample butterfly before beginning the complete scarf. Block it, measure it, and 
decide whether you like the size and drape. Use a smaller hook for a firmer, more compact 
butterfly or a larger hook for a softer and more open motif. 
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        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️  
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US Crochet Abbreviations 

●​ ch = chain 
●​ sl st = slip stitch 
●​ sc = single crochet 
●​ hdc = half double crochet 
●​ dc = double crochet 
●​ tr = treble crochet 
●​ sp = space 
●​ st = stitch 
●​ sts = stitches 
●​ rnd = round 
●​ rnds = rounds 
●​ picot = ch 3, then sl st in the third ch from the hook 

Special Stitch: Picot 

To make a picot: 

1.​ Chain 3. 
2.​ Insert the hook into the third chain from the hook. 
3.​ Yarn over. 
4.​ Pull through the chain and the loop already on the hook. 

The picot forms a tiny pointed loop. These loops decorate the edges of the butterfly wings 
and give the motif its lace-like finish. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 1: Crochet the Butterfly Body 
Each butterfly is worked as one complete motif. Begin with the narrow center body, and then 
attach the upper and lower wings to the sides. 

The center body creates the anchor for all four wings. Keep the stitches firm enough to 
maintain the shape, but do not pull so tightly that it becomes difficult to insert the hook. 

Body Round 1 

Make a magic ring. 

Chain 1. This beginning chain does not count as a stitch. 

Work 6 single crochet stitches into the magic ring. 

Pull the yarn tail carefully to close the center of the ring. 
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You should have 6 single crochet stitches. 

Body Round 2 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Work 1 single crochet in each stitch across. 

You should still have 6 single crochet stitches. 

Body Round 3 

Chain 1 and turn. 

Work 1 single crochet in each stitch across. 

You should have 6 single crochet stitches. 

Fasten off, leaving a tail long enough to weave in securely. 

The small rectangular or oval section you have created forms the center of the butterfly. The 
upper wings will be attached near the upper half of the body, while the lower wings will be 
attached near the lower half. 

For a slightly longer butterfly body, you may add one additional row of single crochet. 
However, keep every butterfly consistent throughout the scarf. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 2: Crochet the Two Upper Wings 
The upper wings are larger and more open than the lower wings. Make two upper wings, 
one on each side of the body. 

Attach the yarn to the upper part of one side of the body. The precise attachment point can 
be adjusted slightly, but try to place both upper wings evenly. 

Upper Wing Round 1 

Chain 1. 

Work 1 single crochet in the same stitch where the yarn was attached. 

Chain 3. 

Skip 1 stitch. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 
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Chain 3. 

Work 3 double crochet stitches in the next stitch. 

Chain 3. 

Skip 1 stitch. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 

At the end of this round, you will have a foundation of chain spaces and taller stitches that 
begin forming the fan-shaped wing. 

Do not pull the chain spaces too tightly. They must remain open enough to receive the 
stitches in the following rounds. 

Upper Wing Round 2 

Chain 3. 

Work 2 double crochet stitches in the same stitch. 

Chain 2. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next chain-3 space. 

Chain 2. 

Work 3 double crochet stitches in the next double crochet. 

Chain 2. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next chain-3 space. 

Chain 2. 

Work 2 double crochet stitches in the last stitch. 

Make a picot. 

Slip stitch in the same stitch to secure the edge. 

This round widens the upper wing and forms the first visible scalloped sections. 

Upper Wing Round 3 

Chain 1. 

Slip stitch in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

 



Skip 2 stitches. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

Slip stitch in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

Skip 2 stitches. 

Work 1 single crochet in the final stitch. 

Make a picot. 

Slip stitch to secure the final point. 

Fasten off and weave in the yarn end. 

Repeat the same instructions on the opposite upper side of the body to create the second 
upper wing. 

Before fastening off the second wing, compare both sides. They should be similar in width, 
height, and placement. Minor variations are natural, but large differences may become more 
noticeable after the butterflies are joined. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 3: Crochet the Two Lower Wings 
The lower wings are slightly smaller and rounder. They are attached beneath the upper 
wings on both sides of the body. 

Attach the yarn to the lower section of one side of the butterfly body. 

Lower Wing Round 1 

Chain 1. 

Work 1 single crochet in the same stitch. 

Chain 3. 

Skip 1 stitch. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 

Chain 3. 
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Work 3 double crochet stitches in the next stitch. 

Chain 3. 

Skip 1 stitch. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 

The first round creates the lower-wing foundation and should resemble a smaller version of 
the upper-wing base. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Lower Wing Round 2 

Chain 3. 

Work 2 double crochet stitches in the same stitch. 

Chain 2. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next chain-3 space. 

Chain 2. 

Work 3 double crochet stitches in the next double crochet. 

Chain 2. 

Work 1 single crochet in the next chain-3 space. 

Chain 2. 

Work 2 double crochet stitches in the last stitch. 

Make a picot. 

Slip stitch in the same stitch. 

The chain spaces should remain soft and rounded. Avoid stretching them while you work. 

Lower Wing Round 3 

Chain 1. 

Slip stitch in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

Skip 2 stitches. 
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Work 1 single crochet in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

Slip stitch in the next stitch. 

Chain 5. 

Skip 2 stitches. 

Work 1 single crochet in the last stitch. 

Make a picot. 

Slip stitch to secure the edge. 

Fasten off and weave in the yarn end. 

Repeat the lower-wing instructions on the opposite side of the body. 

Your butterfly should now have two wide upper wings, two smaller lower wings, and a narrow 
center body. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 4: Add the Optional Butterfly Antennae 
The antennae are optional, but they add a charming finishing detail. 

Cut a short piece of yarn approximately 10 to 12 cm long. 

Fold the yarn in half. 

Insert the crochet hook through the upper center of the butterfly body. 

Use the hook to pull the folded center of the yarn partly through the body, creating a loop. 

Pass the two loose ends through the loop and pull gently to form a small lark’s-head knot. 

Separate the two strands and trim them to the same length. 

For firmer antennae, lightly dampen them and allow them to dry in position. You may also tie 
a tiny knot near the end of each strand, but this is optional. 

Repeat for every butterfly. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 
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Step 5: Make Enough Butterflies for the Scarf 
Continue crocheting butterflies until you have enough for two long rows. 

The scarf shown in the chart uses approximately 14 to 16 butterflies on each side, 
meaning the complete scarf may require approximately 28 to 32 butterflies. 

The exact number depends on: 

●​ The finished size of each butterfly 
●​ The length of the joining chains 
●​ The desired scarf length 
●​ Whether the motifs overlap slightly 
●​ How loosely the scarf will be worn 

For a shorter decorative scarf, you may use fewer motifs. For a longer wrap-style scarf, add 
more butterflies. 

Lay the completed butterflies on a flat surface as you work. Arrange them into two rows to 
estimate the final length before joining. 

You may make all the butterflies in one color, use a gradual color transition, or alternate 
several colors. 

For the most balanced appearance, distribute dark and light shades evenly rather than 
placing all dark butterflies at one end. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 6: Block and Shape Every Butterfly 
Blocking is one of the most important steps in this project. It opens the lace stitches, 
sharpens the picots, and helps all the butterflies become a similar size. 

Place one butterfly on a blocking mat. 

Gently spread the upper wings so they are symmetrical. 

Shape the lower wings into soft rounded fans. 

Pin the outermost picots first. 

Add pins around the chain spaces only as needed. Do not overstretch the motif. 

Mist the butterfly lightly with clean water. 

Allow it to dry completely before removing the pins. 

Repeat for all butterflies. 
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Cotton yarn usually responds well to wet blocking or spray blocking. For synthetic yarn, 
steam may be used carefully, but never place a hot iron directly on the yarn. Excessive heat 
can flatten or damage acrylic fibers. 

Measure several butterflies after blocking. Slight differences are acceptable, but motifs that 
are dramatically smaller or larger may need to be remade. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 7: Arrange the Butterflies Before Joining 
Place all blocked butterflies on a large table or clean floor. 

Create two long parallel rows. 

Turn each butterfly so that the body remains upright and the wings spread outward. 

Arrange the colors until the scarf looks balanced. 

The chart shows butterflies connected side by side along each row, with the two rows also 
connected at selected points. 

A pleasing arrangement may include: 

●​ A soft gradient from pale to dark 
●​ Alternating cool and warm colors 
●​ Repeating groups of three shades 
●​ Random scrap-yarn colors 
●​ One neutral row and one colorful row 

Take a photograph of the final arrangement before you begin joining. This will help you 
remember the planned color order if the butterflies are moved. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 8: Join the Butterflies Across the First Row 
The butterflies are joined with simple chain lengths. The chart recommends approximately 7 
to 9 chains between butterflies, but you may adjust this number. 

A chain of 7 creates a shorter connection and keeps the motifs close together. 

A chain of 9 creates a longer, more flexible gap. 

Begin with the first butterfly in the top row. 

Attach the yarn to the body center or another stable joining point near the side of the motif. 

Chain 7 to 9. 
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Take the next butterfly and insert the hook into the chosen point on its center body. 

Work a slip stitch to connect the chain to the second butterfly. 

Continue across the entire row: 

1.​ Chain 7 to 9. 
2.​ Slip stitch into the next butterfly. 
3.​ Repeat until every butterfly in the row is connected. 

Keep the chain lengths consistent. Uneven chains may cause one side of the scarf to pull or 
ripple. 

The chart shows the chain connections passing between the bodies of neighboring 
butterflies rather than through the delicate outer wing picots. Joining through the body 
provides better stability and reduces stress on the lace edges. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 9: Join the Second Row 
Join the butterflies in the second row using the same method. 

Attach the yarn to the first butterfly. 

Chain 7 to 9. 

Slip stitch into the next butterfly’s body. 

Continue until the second row is complete. 

Lay both rows side by side and check that they are approximately the same length. 

A difference of one or two centimeters can usually be corrected during final blocking. A 
larger difference may require adjusting one chain connection or changing the order of a few 
motifs. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 10: Connect the Two Rows Together 
Once each row has been joined horizontally, connect the two rows at selected points. 

Place the rows parallel to each other. 

Align the butterflies so the upper row and lower row create a balanced lace arrangement. 

Attach the joining yarn to the lower edge of a butterfly in the first row. 
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Chain 7 to 9, or use a slightly shorter chain if you prefer the rows to sit close together. 

Slip stitch into the center body or a strong inner-wing point of the butterfly directly below it. 

Continue connecting the rows at regular intervals. 

You do not necessarily need to connect every butterfly vertically. The chart suggests a 
flexible arrangement in which selected motifs are linked, allowing the scarf to remain airy. 

After making two or three vertical connections, lift the scarf gently. Check that it drapes 
naturally and does not fold tightly in the center. 

Add more connections for a stable, structured scarf or fewer connections for a very open and 
flowing design. 

Fasten off and weave in all yarn ends. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Step 11: Final Blocking 
Once the complete scarf is assembled, block it one final time. 

Fill a basin with cool or lukewarm water. 

Optional: add a small amount of mild wool wash or gentle soap. 

Submerge the scarf and allow it to soak for several minutes. 

Lift it carefully without twisting. 

Press out excess water gently between your hands. 

Place the scarf on a clean towel. 

Roll the towel and press to remove additional moisture. 

Move the scarf to a blocking mat or another flat surface. 

Straighten both long rows. 

Open each butterfly wing. 

Adjust the joining chains so they form smooth curves. 

Pin the outside edges where necessary. 

Measure the scarf and adjust it to approximately 150 to 160 cm, or to your preferred length. 

Allow it to dry completely. 
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Do not hang the scarf while it is wet, because the weight of the water may stretch the chain 
joins unevenly. 

Step 12: Color Ideas and Customization 
        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Pastel Dream 

Use pale pink, lavender, cream, powder blue, and soft peach. This palette creates a 
romantic scarf with a light springtime appearance. 

Ocean Breeze 

Combine teal, aqua, seafoam green, navy, and white. Place the darker shades at irregular 
intervals to create visual depth. 

Earthy Neutrals 

Choose beige, ivory, sage green, tan, rust, and brown. Cotton yarn in natural shades gives 
the butterflies a vintage botanical look. 

Berry Garden 

Use plum, burgundy, rose, mauve, and deep purple. This palette creates a richer scarf that 
works well for fall and winter. 

Gradient Design 

Begin with the palest shade at one end and gradually move toward the darkest shade at the 
other end. Make two or three butterflies in each shade for a smooth transition. 

Scrap-Yarn Version 

This design is excellent for using small quantities of fingering-weight yarn. Keep the yarns 
similar in thickness so the butterflies remain consistent. 

Wider Scarf 

Create three or four rows of butterflies instead of two. Connect the additional rows with chain 
spaces in the same way. 

Decorative Garland 

Make a single row of butterflies and use it as a decorative garland, table accent, window 
decoration, or wall hanging. 
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Lightweight Wrap 

Use more butterflies and longer joining chains to create a broad rectangular wrap. Test the 
drape as you join because a larger piece may require more vertical connections. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Tips for a Successful Butterfly Lace Scarf 
Use a hook size that creates a light and airy fabric without making the stitches so loose that 
the butterfly loses its shape. 

Count every chain space and tall stitch carefully. A missed stitch can make one wing 
noticeably smaller. 

Keep all joining chains the same length unless you are intentionally creating a curved edge. 

Weave in yarn ends before the final blocking. This keeps loose tails from becoming tangled 
during washing. 

Do not skip blocking. The butterflies may appear curled or uneven immediately after 
crocheting, but blocking transforms them into flat and defined motifs. 

Place the joining slip stitches through firm areas such as the butterfly body or inner wing 
base. Avoid attaching through only one strand of a delicate picot. 

When working with multiple colors, arrange the motifs before joining. A few minutes of 
planning can greatly improve the finished result. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

How to Read the Butterfly Diagram 
The butterfly diagram is read from the center outward. 

The narrow vertical section in the middle represents the body. 

The upper wings are worked in rounds attached to the upper sides of the body. 

The lower wings are worked in separate rounds attached to the lower sides. 

Different colors in the chart identify different rounds. They do not necessarily indicate 
yarn-color changes. 

Oval symbols represent chain stitches. 

Small solid dots represent slip stitches. 

Cross-shaped symbols represent single crochet stitches. 
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Tall symbols with one horizontal bar represent double crochet stitches. 

Taller symbols with two bars represent treble crochet stitches. 

The small looped symbols around the wing edges represent picots. 

Begin by following the center-body section, then complete one wing at a time. Working 
slowly through each symbol will make the chart easier to understand. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 

Care Instructions 
Hand wash the finished scarf in cool water using a gentle detergent. 

Do not scrub or wring the butterfly motifs. 

Press excess water out with a towel. 

Reshape and dry flat. 

Store the scarf folded rather than hanging it for long periods. Hanging may stretch the chain 
connectors. 

When the butterflies lose definition after washing, pin the wing tips and picots during drying 
to restore their shape. 

Avoid contact with jewelry or rough surfaces that may catch the open lace loops. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Is this butterfly scarf suitable for beginners? 

It is best for advanced beginners who are comfortable with basic crochet stitches and can 
identify chain spaces. The butterfly uses repeated stitch groups, so the pattern becomes 
easier after the first few motifs. 

How many butterflies are needed? 

The tutorial scarf uses approximately 14 to 16 butterflies per side. For two rows, this equals 
approximately 28 to 32 butterflies. The number may be adjusted according to motif size and 
desired scarf length. 

Can I use a heavier yarn? 

Yes, but the butterflies will become larger and the scarf will feel heavier. Use a hook 
recommended for the selected yarn and make fewer butterflies. 
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Why are my butterfly wings curling? 

Lace motifs commonly curl before blocking. Lightly wet the butterfly, shape the wings, pin the 
picots, and allow it to dry completely. 

Can I join the butterflies while crocheting them? 

An experienced crocheter may use a join-as-you-go method, but making and blocking the 
motifs separately provides better control over their shape and color arrangement. 

Do I need to make the antennae? 

No. They are decorative and completely optional. The scarf remains recognizable and 
attractive without them. 

How long should the joining chains be? 

Use approximately 7 to 9 chains. Choose 7 for closer motifs or 9 for a looser and more open 
scarf. 

Can every butterfly be a different color? 

Yes. A multicolored scarf is a wonderful way to use leftover fingering-weight yarn. Try to use 
yarns with similar fiber content and thickness. 

What is the best yarn for this pattern? 

Fingering-weight cotton or a cotton blend is recommended because it creates crisp lace 
stitches and blocks well. Lightweight bamboo or linen blends may also work. 

How can I make the butterflies larger? 

Use a slightly larger hook and thicker yarn. You may also add additional chains to the wing 
spaces, but this will alter the original stitch structure. 

How do I keep both wings symmetrical? 

Count every stitch, place the attachment points at equal positions on the body, and block 
both sides to matching measurements. 

Can I make the scarf longer after it is finished? 

Yes. Crochet additional butterflies and attach them to one or both ends with the same 
chain-and-slip-stitch joining method. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 
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Final Result 
Your completed Crochet Butterfly Lace Scarf should feel lightweight, flexible, and 
decorative. The individually blocked butterflies create the main visual impact, while the 
simple chain connectors allow the scarf to drape comfortably around the neck. 

This project is easy to personalize through color, length, yarn choice, and motif arrangement. 
Whether made in subtle neutrals, cheerful pastels, ocean shades, or vibrant berry colors, the 
finished scarf becomes a beautiful handmade accessory and a thoughtful gift. 

Take time during the final blocking to open every wing and shape every picot. These 
finishing details will give the scarf its delicate, polished appearance and help the butterfly 
motifs remain clearly visible. 

        ♥👉️ THE BEST CROCHET PATTERNS HERE  👈♥ ️ 
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